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This girl will, I can see, be more a " woman of the world " ;
but she is at the same time evidently very affectionate.
I am sure she has a brilliant future before her. . . .' From
his manner Murasaki instantly saw that his interest in
Tamakatsura had assumed a new character. ' I am very
sorry for the girl/ she said. c She evidently has complete
confidence in you. But I happen to know what you mean
by that phrase " a woman of the world/' and if I chose
to do so, could tell the unfortunate creature what to
expect. . . / ' But you surely cannot mean that I shall
letray her confidence ?' asked Genji indignantly. ' You
forget/ she replied,' that I was once in very much the same
position myself. You had made up your mind to treat
me as a daughter; but, unless I am much mistaken, there
were times when you did not carry out this resolution
very successfully. . . / ' How clever every one is!'
thought Genji, much put out at the facility with which
his inmost thoughts were read. But he hastened to rejoin:
' If I were in love with Tamakatsura, she would presumably
become aware of the fact quite as quickly as you would'
He was too much annoyed to continue the conversation;
however, he admitted to himself in private that when people
come to a conclusion of this kind, it is hardly ever far from
the mark. But surely, after all, he could judge better
than she ? And Murasaki, he reflected, was not judging
this case on its merits, but merely assuming, in the light of
past experience, that events were about to take a certain
course. , . .

To convince himself that Murasaki had no ground for
her suspicions he frequently went across to the Side Wing
and spent some hours in Tamakatsura's company.

During the fourth month the weather was rather de-
pressing. But one evening, when it had been raining
heavily aH day, he looked out and saw to his relief that